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 SOME THINGS TO PONDER…  
 Prepare an area to warm up and dry off calves 

and other newborn animals. 
 Shelter: Barns are great, but not always 

practical. Make sure animals have some type of 
protection from winter weather. Natural shelter 
breaks, or even stacking round bales, are 
options that can provide adequate shelter if they 
are thought out and managed properly.  

 Internal Parasites: Animals go through their 
energy much quicker in the cold season, which 
means they need more food. Instead of wasting 
money, ensure all your animals are parasite 
free before cold weather hits. This way, feed is 
going to your animals instead of the parasites! 

 Water and Feed: Have a plan to keep feed dry 
and a way to make water accessible. Make sure 
that you have the tools you need to maintain 
feeders and waters within easy reach. Wasting 
feed hurts your bottom line.  

 

 Take care of yourself as well: Livestock 
caretakers don’t have the option to take the 
day off when winter weather hits. Having cold 
weather gear including coats, hats, gloves, 
insulated boots, and coveralls readily available 
can be a lifesaver. Keep them in every vehicle 
so you can stay dry and warm! 

 Our doctors' must-
haves:  

- Dr. Katie loves 
heated socks.  

- Dr. Dave likes 
“a good hat and 
vest”… go 
figure!  

- Dr. Audra agrees with Dr. Dave, but 
also wants some hot chocolate, please!  

 Pay attention to the forecast and think ahead: 
Being prepared is half the battle. Being 
unprepared is a game changer in the worst 
way.   

ARE YOU READY FOR FALL AND WINTER? 
Animals’ needs change during the winter months, so it’s vital that 

you are prepared before the winter season comes. Make sure 

your animals’ living environment is suitable and can keep up with 

the stress and temperatures of the long cold season. 

 Provide shelter from wind and manage exposure to wet or 

damp conditions.  

 Ensure all water sources are thawed and accessible and keep 

an eye on the smallest members of your herd.   

 Last but not least, setting aside enough food for your livestock 

over the winter is crucial. As temperatures decrease, food 

consumption should increase. Taking the time to estimate 

your food demands is not a waste of time! 

 Emma’s dog, Merle, is excited for winter! How about you? 
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WINTER PREPARATION TIPS FROM OUR DOCTORS 
Dr. Dave’s Words of Wisdom for Your Cattle Herd 

• Weaning calves early in the fall helps put weight on cows with minimal 
use of supplements. Milk production is a huge energy drain on the cow, 
so getting calves weaned lets cows use energy to put weight on going 
into winter. A body condition score (BCS) of 5.5-6 going into winter gives 
cows some cushion and helps ensure plenty of fat in the colostrum next 
spring so newborn calves stay warmer. 

• Pregnancy test your cows. Get the freeloading cows out of the herd by 
identifying open cows! Feed savings is critical going into winter. This is 
also a good time to identify the cows with bad feet and bad udders. Eliminate anything that has the potential to cause 
problems during the winter and calving.  

 We can preg check cows as early as 30 days bred! 
• Make sure your mineral has adequate levels of trace minerals and Vitamin A. This helps ensure that the calf’s immune 

system is functioning properly in the first 60 days of life. We have seen some Vitamin A issues associated with neonatal 
health as well as some reproductive issues.  

 We would be happy to review your mineral package with you. Did you know this is Dr. Dave’s favorite topic? Call 
us to make Dr. Dave’s day! 

• Proper vaccination protocols for weaned calves help reduce the risk of respiratory disease and the resulting use of 
expensive antibiotics. Well-designed cow protocols help reduce late-term pregnancy loss, and ensure there are 
antibodies for the common viral diseases in the cow’s colostrum next spring. Again, let us know if you have questions! 

• For those of you with fall calving cows, don’t forget to get bulls fertility tested well before time to turn them out this fall. 
Summer heat can be as detrimental to semen production as the winter cold. A good breeding soundness exam is 
inexpensive insurance against a high number of open cows. 

Dr. Katie’s Winter Etiquette for Equine  

• Monitor your horse’s water intake. If your horse doesn’t drink enough water during cold weather they may eat less and be 
more prone to impaction colic. Even if you offer quality feed, horses will consume less if they’re not drinking enough 
water. If horses eat less feed, they might not have enough energy to tolerate the cold. Water intake maintains a horse’s 
fecal moisture level. If fecal material becomes too dry, intestinal blockage or impaction may occur. A horse won’t develop 
an impaction in one day, but can over several days to several weeks of poor water intake.  

 We are here to help, but colic, especially impactions, can be frustrating and 
expensive.  

• Take time to look at your animal’s feet. Overgrown hooves may make walking painful and 
predispose the animal to other foot and leg problems. It is immensely important to 
prioritize hoof care to make sure your livestock is comfortable and healthy.  

• Assess your horse’s body condition regularly to ensure your horse is not losing weight. 
Make sure that you run your hands along the top line and rib cage. Winter coats can mask 
weight loss. 

 Dr. Katie likes to snap photos once a month for reference of weight loss/gain. 
Weight tapes are also helpful and inexpensive. You can find them on Amazon!  

Dr. Audra’s Advice for Small Companion Animals 

• Provide a warm shelter for outdoor pets. Shelters are best lined with straw as it has better insulation qualities than other 
grass hays. 

• Check water source often to ensure that it is free of ice. 
• Pets that spend the majority of their time inside are not conditioned to the colder winter weather. It is best to provide 

them with coats/blankets when they go outside.  
• Check your pet’s feet often for impacted snow/ice and injuries to the pads of their feet. If your pet has been in an area 

where salt or ice melt has been dispensed, clean their feet so they do not ingest the residue.  


